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Introduction
Posting explicit content to online adult entertainment platforms, such as OnlyFans, has
allowed many college women to earn an income and fund their university costs,
especially during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
This study explores the experiences of women (both cis and trans) undergraduate
students who engage in self-produced sex work using the online platform, OnlyFans.
My goal is to identify interpretative narratives used by undergraduate women to make
sense of their labor as sex workers within capitalist relations.

Literature Review
The Internet and Sex Work: Online sex work is becoming increasingly popular as online spaces
minimize risks associated with sex work such as violence and illness (Jones 2021). Online sex work
is appealing to marginalized groups as it has minimal employment requirements and "offers the
potential for decent wages and autonomy" (Jones 2021, para 5).

The Gig Economy and Covid-19: The gig economy "grew exponentially, due to a massive need for
services and a growing pool of newly available workers who needed to generate income" during
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic (Smith 2021, para. 2). Online sex work is part of the gig
economy, in which workers are reliant on clients for income, responsible for their own
administrative work, and do not receive employee benefits (Jones 2021).
Sex Work and Marxist Feminism: Studying sex work is “critical to an analysis of the lived
intersectionality of capitalism and patriarchy in individual and collective lives” (Beloso 2012: 50).
Sex work exists along a “continuum of capitalist relations of (re)production, which are not purely
economic; they are gendered, racial, and legal” (Cruz 2016: 67).

Research Methodology
Study Objective: identify interpretative narratives used by undergraduate women in the U.S.
to make sense of their labor as sex workers within capitalist relations and move toward
strategies that would resist the capitalist exploitation of online sex work by centering the voices
of sex workers themselves.
Sample: 8-10 women enrolled in undergraduate courses, found through convenience sampling
methods, such as snowball sampling as well as responding to participant recruitment flyers
posted to social media.
Data Collection: online social research methods, collection of fieldnote data, and semistructured interviews of industry participants.

Preliminary Findings
Reasons for selling explicit content on OnlyFans:
Online sex work provided an alternative to the unstable traditional job market during
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Creating online content relieved health concerns of working in a public space due to
the pandemic.
OnlyFans is an extra source of income for students to fund rising costs associated with
attending a university, such as tuition costs, housing, textbooks, and additional costs.
For some women, posting and profiting from explicit content online is a chance to
explore their sexuality in a way that feels empowering.

Preliminary Findings
Promoting content is a significant source of unpaid labor for OnlyFans creators:
Creators post on personal social media profiles and/or specialized profiles for their explicit content, such
as Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok.
Creators have to work around strict rules on mainstream social media barring explicit content, creatively
tagging their content to avoid removal of posts and whole profiles.
A market exists in which creators can pay for social media accounts to promote their OnlyFans content,
in which posts feature the creator's picture with instructions for the viewers to go follow the linked
Onlyfans account.
Forums exist on Reddit dedicated to reviews and requests for OnlyFans accounts and content. This gives
creators the opportunity to promote their own accounts by replying to requests with a list of their
physical characteristics, the type of content they produce, and a link to their Onlyfans account.

Preliminary Findings
Online forums, such as those hosted on Reddit, serve as a space for OnlyFans
creators to connect and share with one another questions and advice concerning:
pricing
promotion
content creation
internet safety
issues with customers
personal feelings about participating in the sex work industry
grievances with the Onlyfans platform and company

Conclusion
In conclusion, preliminary findings suggest that:
Undergraduate students create content on OnlyFans as a way to supplement university
costs during the ongoing effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Online sex work offers a space for some women to explore their sexuality in a way that
is empowering.
Creators spend a large amount of unpaid time and possibly their own money
promoting content, advertising their accounts, and effectively performing free
marketing for the OnlyFans company.
Online spaces, such as forums, allow OnlyFans creators a chance to connect with one
another and express ideas concerning their labor and positionality as online sex
workers.

